File No. 9110088 


WORLD TRADE CENTER TASK FORCE INTERVIEW 
EMT SAL SANGENTI 


Interview Date: October 16, 2001 


S. SANGENTI 


MONTE FEILER: — Today’s date is October 16, 2001. The time now is 9:48. 
This if Monte Feiler of the Fire Department of the City of New York. I am conducting an 
interview with the following individual...please state your name, rank and assigned 
command. 

SAL SANGENTI: | EMT Sal Sangenti, assistant to the division 4 commander. 

Q: Of the New York City Fire Department. We are conducting the interview 
at the conference room of the Division 4 EMS command, Queens General, regarding the 
events of September 11, 2001. Also present at the interview is... 

DIANA MAGGI: Diana Maggi, Investigations and Trials. 

Q: Go ahead starting with when you first became aware of the incident and 
the events surrounding that. 

A: Okay, I was sitting in the office waiting for Chief Carrasquillo to come 
into the office, he notified me by phone telling me that we were going to the 1040 at the 
World Trade Center. I was aware of this because we were all monitoring CAD, and at 
that point myself, Jason Katz, who is Chief Day’s aide, and Captain Rivera were here and 
we all went into Chief Carrasquillo’s car and responded to the scene. We went to the 
command post and at that time, both towers were engulfed. As we were setting up, I 
couldn’t tell you a time frame, but at that point, when we were setting up, the first 
building collapsed. 


Q: When you arrived, where did the vehicle stop? Where did you park? 
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A: On West, I can’t tell you the street... am bad with directions in Queens, 
but in Manhattan it was even worse. But I know we were on West. 

Q: Okay, and you said you went to the EMS command post? 

A: The command post there. Chief Ganci was there, Chief Gombo, Captain 
Sickles, Lieutenant Moore, myself, Chief Carrasquillo, Chief Browne, Jason Katz, I think 


that was it. All I remember. 


Q: Where was that located? 

A: That was across the street on West. It was in front of a parking garage. 
Q: Was it on the Trade Center side of West, or on the River side? 

A: It was on...I don’t remember. It was, it had to be the Trade Center... 

Q: Do you remember crossing over a barrier? 

A: No. 

Q: Okay. 

A: It was on the West side, I guess the water side. 

Q: Then what happened? 

A: Then at that point we were there just trying to strategize and at that point, 


the building collapsed. Myself and Chief Carrasquillo and numerous people ran into the 
garage and I found a little room to the left side of the garage. It was myself, a Port 
Authority female Sargent, and a detective were in the room. We had air for the first 20 


seconds, then the room got engulfed. The room had air conditioning, so at that point the 
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air started to circulate a little, and we kind of got our composure, but unfortunately, there 
was debris in front of the room now and we were stuck in the room. I kind of told 
everybody, just relax. I don’t know how I took the initiative, but I did, told everybody 
just relax. The woman, I wiped her face off cause she was really engulfed with the ashes. 
The ash and the concrete and all the other stuff, and the time frame I couldn’t tell you. 
But at that point we were able to get out and I finally heard a fireman who said come on, 
let’s go through the garage. We went through the garage and we ended up outside, I 
couldn’t tell you exactly where I was. I lost my whole, you know... 

Q: How were you able to get out of the room? 

A: Actually we kind of, it was maybe 2 % maybe 3 feet of debris, and we just 
kicked it. We kicked as much as we could. It was a lot of paper, dust, actually I 
remember kicking a vehicle mirror. Because I stepped on it and I thought I stepped on 
someone’s glasses, and it was an actual mirror. At that point, we got out and we walked 
through the garage and came up where I couldn’t tell you. 

Q: Did you have any radio or cell phones? 

A: I had a radio and my own personal cell phone. 

Q: Did any of them work down there? 

A: No. Actually, I thought I lost my phone, but I had everything in tact, then 
I couldn’t anybody. The only people I was with were the fireman, the Port Authority 
Sargent, and the detective. That was it. 


Q: Did you get anybody’s name or commands? 
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A: There were no names, and at this point that I remember, I didn’t see any 
EMS people at all. At that point, I really thought that Chief Carrasquillo was gone. 
Because the way it works is, if you ran to the sides I don’t know if you would have 
survived. The building was the way to go cause you had some kind of cover. That was 
it, and then it felt like an hour, but it was probably just minutes that I walked. I walked to 
probably by...I’ll tell you in a second, I’m bad with directions...it was by the water, so it 
has to be, I couldn’t even tell you, I’m sorry. I remember walking towards the water, I 
remember seeing the water, and I must have walked like four blocks and I finally saw 
Chief Carrasquillo. 

Q: And where was he? 

A: He? Again, I know he was there with Chief Gombo and Chief 
Kowalczyk. Hugged them and thanked them, that was it. At that point, the second 
collapse went and we were probably about a block away. The dust and all the other stuff 
hit us and at that point I couldn’t get my composure. I just sat there and relaxed and at 
that point we started to get everyone together, and we took it from there. We went to 
Chambers and West and that’s when they established a command post. Me, Ron Pfeffer, 
and at that point was when everyone started to come, Charlie Wells, J.P. Martin. Then 
everything started to, you know, fall into place. 

Q: Do you know the location where you met them? Where they met you 


actually... 
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A: Actually it was in the back, where’s the school? Where’s Stuyvesant? 

Q: I think Stuyvesant is up here by Chambers Street. 

A: So what I did was I walked over here. They were gonna establish a 
command post at Stuyvesant, but they weren’t sure if there was a gas leak in the school, 
or it was running underneath the school. So they moved everything, they moved 


everything to Chambers and West. 


Q: Did you ever enter any of the buildings? 
A: The Trade Centers? No. 

Q: Number 7 World Trade Center? 

A: No. 

Q: Did you have to treat any patients? 


A: I mostly just helped. I helped a lady, she was walking, when I finally got 
out of the garage, there was a lady there. She was pretty much just dazed, and I helped 
her I said come on, keep walking, keep walking, and that was it. 

Q: Is there anything else that you felt was important? Any other people that 
you may have seen: firefighters, EMS? 

A: No, pretty much like I said, the only people that I know are the chiefs, 
cause I work with them. I remember seeing Chief Ganci, I remember seeing Chief 
Gombo, Chief Kowalczyk, Chief Carrasquillo. But once I got into the garage, I lost 


everyone. 
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Q: Okay, anything else? 
A: That’s it. 
Q: I want to thank you for you time so we can conduct these interviews, and 


the time is 9:57. This interview is concluded. 


